
DEPUTATION 3 – USERS OF BARWICK IN ELMET PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

THE LORD MAYOR:  Good afternoon, ladies, and welcome to today’s Council 

meeting.  Please now make your speech to Council, which should not be longer than five 

minutes, and please begin by introducing the people in your Deputation. 

 

MS S GREAVES:  Good afternoon Lord Mayor and members of Council.  Thank you 

for the opportunity to present to you today.  I am Susan Greaves, Guide Leader.  I am joined 

by Margaret Whitaker, Brownie Leader; Jean Greenwood, Trefoil member and helper at 

Guides; Cathryn Atkinson, Group Scout Leader; and Hazel Sibson, Beaver Scout Leader.  

We all met in Barwick in Elmet Primary School. 

 

Guides and Scouts would like to continue to offer Leeds City Council over 16,000 

hours of children’s services each week provided by trained volunteer Leaders free.  Consider 

what Leeds City Council could lose.   

 

We have brought this deputation to express out great concern over the removal of 

funding for community use of schools.  

 

Guides and Scouts are run by trained Volunteer Leaders who willingly give their time 

for free, many do not claim expenses and stop at nothing to inspire the young people with 

whom they work, presenting an opportunity to increase knowledge and experience in a fun 

and enjoyable way. 

 

Key aims of our organisations are personal development and achievement with every 

person being encouraged to learn new skills, undertake challenges, think for themselves and 

be team players.  The Guides and Scouts work with others in the community enabling the 

young people to fulfil their potential and take an active and responsible role in society. 

 

As charities, the Guides and Scouts, like other third sector organisations, are facing 

funding cuts.   

 

Guides and scouts are very well attended, and often have waiting lists, as sufficient 

Volunteer Leaders cannot be found.  Trying to find additional funding from parents would 

undoubtedly result in units closing, so fewer children would benefit from this valuable 

community provision. 

 

Schools may obtain income for extended services and community use, but with their 

own financial pressures and targets that have to be met, that income is used to fund extended 

services that relate directly to the school, and not the community.   

 

We are all aware that co-operation between schools and voluntary groups contributes 

to the higher attainment of the children and young people who use those schools.   

 

One of the reasons for changing the policy was that the home address of the hirer is 

outside the Leeds area.  This should be encouraged not penalised, it is a positive action, 

leaders are willing to travel to volunteer their services so that the children of Leeds can 

continue to attend their group meetings. 

 



We continue to read in the media that there are not enough activities for children on 

an evening and that “something has to be done”.  Only recently in the Barwick and Scholes 

church magazine did the PCC comment that they needed to look at this area.   

 

No consultation with the users of the schools was undertaken before the removal of 

the funding for community use.  If consultation had happened the Council would have been 

aware of the valuable work done by third sector groups.  Guide and Scout groups like ours 

make a significant saving to the Council in providing these out of school activities.   

 

Leeds City Council should be at the forefront of promoting good practice.  By 

improving consultation with the third sector and demonstrating public engagement with 

fewer resources, continuing the funding for community use of schools would achieve this.  It 

would help minimise the damage from the spending cuts that are affective everyone. 

 

The young people who benefit from the community use of schools are the voters of 

tomorrow. 

 

We have some notes from the young people that they would like us to read out to you: 

 

• “I would be very sad if Guides was to close, as it is my favourite activity and I look 

forward to it all week 

• I will be very upset if Guides closed – it is the best 

• If Guides closed I would be very sad because I love Guides and it is fun.” 

 

So in summary: 

 

• Do not lose 16,000 hours of free children’s services each week 

• Engage with the third sector 

• Be at the forefront of best practice 

• Do not reject the voters of tomorrow 

• Reinstate the Community Use of Schools funding 

 

Thank you for listening.  (Applause)  

 

THE LORD MAYOR:  Councillor Gruen? 

 

COUNCILLOR GRUEN:  Lord Mayor, I move that this matter be referred for 

consideration to Executive Board. 

 

COUNCILLOR LOBLEY:  I second, my Lord Mayor.  

 

THE LORD MAYOR:  Thank you.  Can I call for a vote on that?  (A vote was taken) 

That is CARRIED. 

 

Thank you for attending and for what you have said.  You will be kept informed of 

the consideration which your comments will receive.  Thank you and good afternoon. 

 


